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IN TRO DUC TION: 

The “Christ mas Story” is re peated time and again on ra dio, TV, in the press, in spe cial church pro grams, in
so-called “Bi ble Story Books,” and is de picted by crib and man ger scenes across Amer ica.

It usu ally goes some thing like this: “On Dec. 25, in the year ‘zero,’ in the quiet lit tle town of Beth le hem, Jo -
seph and Mary could not find lodg ing in the inn and had to stay in the sta ble. Je sus was born. Mary wrapped
him and put him in a man ger. There was a halo around Mary’s head. The an gels sang ‘peace on earth — good
will to ward men’ to the shep herds. The three wise men saw the star and rode their cam els to the place. They
gave gifts to Christ. Af ter Herod de cided to kill the male chil dren un der two, Mary and Jo seph left for Egypt.
Mary car ried the Baby Je sus and rode a don key with Jo seph walk ing and lead ing the an i mal. Mary re mained a
vir gin per pet u ally…”

Truth and er ro ne ous spec u la tion are min gled to gether in the above tale and thus it is sim ply FALSE!!
Now, let us look care fully at the TRUTH:

I. WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?

A. The birth year was not “zero,” but be tween 7 and 4 B. C.
1. Dionysius Exiguus, a monk, in A. D. 526 worked out the A. D./B. C. dat ing. He placed the birth of

Je sus at 753 AUC (from the found ing of Rome). He was off at least 4 to 6 years. 
2. Other in for ma tion har mo nizes to place the birth of the Lord at be tween 7 to 4 B. C. 

a. Herod the Great died in 4 B. C. (M. C. Tenney, New Tes ta ment Times, p. 367). 
b. In for ma tion from the pa pyri leads us to be lieve that a cen sus was taken ev ery 14 years. One

was taken in Egypt, which was un der Ro man rule, in A. D. 104. This in scrip tion re quired ev -
ery one to re turn to his an ces tral home for the cen sus. The Luke 2 cen sus could prob a bly be
placed at 7 or 8 B. C. (Blaiklock, Out of the Earth, p. 14ff). 

c. Cyrenius (or Quirinius) was gov er nor of Syria in A. D. 6. He also served as head of the gov ern -
ment there (over two other men) some time be tween 9 and 4 B. C. (Tenney, Ibid., p. 137; Cf.
Lk. 2:2). 

B. Month and Day 
1. Some schol ars say that it was not likely in De cem ber. The shep herds were watch ing their flocks

by night (Lk. 2:8), and this was not done in the win ter months. Dr. Wil liam Arndt re plies to this as
fol lows: “Scholars have pointed out that the con sid er ably lower al ti tude of the field may not be
with out sig nif i cance, but may ex plain why even in win ter shep herds would not find these fields
too cold for their flocks”  (Dr. Wil liam Arndt, From the Nile to the Wa ters of Da mas cus, p. 52). 

2. Can the EX ACT date be known? 
a. Al bert Barnes (Pres by te rian): “But the ex act time of His birth is un known; there is no way to

as cer tain it. By dif fer ent learned men it has been fixed at each month in the year. Nor is it of
con se quence to know the time; if it were, God would have pre served the re cord of it. Mat ters
of mo ment are clearly re vealed; those which He re gards as of no im por tance are con cealed.” 

b. Col lier’s En cy clo pe dia: “It is im pos si ble to de ter mine the ex act date of the birth of Christ, ei -
ther from the ev i dence of the gos pels, or from any sound tra di tion.” 

c. The Cath o lic En cy clo pe dia: “Christ mas was not among the ear li est fes ti vals of the Church”
(III:724-728). 

d. Adam Clarke (Meth od ist): “The time in which Christ was born has been con sid ered a sub ject
of great im por tance among Chris tians. How ever, the mat ter has been con sid ered of no mo -
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ment by Him who in spired the evan ge lists; as not one hint is dropped on the sub ject by which
it might be pos si ble to guess nearly to the time. Learned and pi ous men have tri fled egre -
giously on this sub ject, mak ing that of im por tance which the Holy Spirit, by His si lence has
plainly in formed them is of none”  (Clarke’s Com men tary, on Lk. 2:8, Vol. V, p. 227).

e. Os car Cullman: The early Chris tians “al to gether re jected such a fes ti val as un chris tian”  (“The 
Or i gin of Christ mas,” The Early Church, p. 34). 

3. Why Was De cem ber 25th Cho sen? 
a. In the 3rd and 4th cen tu ries the Church was al ready ob serv ing Epiph any on Jan. 6, “and in so

do ing con joined the bap tism and the birth of Christ” (Cullman, p. 25). Some also linked the
ad o ra tion by the wise men and the first mir a cle at Cana as part of the Epiph any cel e bra tion
(The New In ter na tional Dic tio nary of the Chris tian Church, p. 346). 
(1) EPIPH ANY means “ap pear ing.”  A he ret i cal sect in the sec ond cen tury held that “the di -

vine Christ first ap peared on earth at the bap tism of Je sus; and their fes ti val of the bap -
tism was ac cord ingly called Ephiphany…” (Cullman, p. 24). 

(2) Later, the Or tho dox East ern Church be gan to ob serve the fes ti val of bap tism on Jan. 6.
These re garded the birth of Je sus as his real ap pear ing on the earth. 

(3) The early part of the 4th cen tury was when the con tro versy over the di vin ity of Christ was
at its height. 

b. So, how came Christ mas to be cel e brated on Dec. 25th? 
(1) The Romans cel e brated the Mithraic feast of the Sun God. The Ro man Sat ur na lia and

other pa gan feasts came at this time also. The idea of light, which ap peared in Christ and
dis persed the dark ness is cer tainly ba sic in Chris tian ity. John 1:5ff. The Em peror
Constantine the Great “pur sued the de lib er ate pol icy of unit ing the wor ship of the Sun
with that of Christ”  (Cullman, p. 29). “Some time be fore 336 the Church in Rome, un able
to stamp out this pa gan fes ti val, spir i tu al ized it as the Feast of the Na tiv ity of the Sun of
Righ teous ness” (James Tay lor, “Christ mas,” The New In ter na tional Dic tio nary of the
Chris tian Church, p. 223). Note: New Tes ta ment Chris tians gath ered for wor ship on the
Lord’s Day; the New Tes ta ment never uses the word “Sunday.”  The term “Sunday” was
ap plied to the Lord’s Day in the sec ond cen tury. Constantine, in A. D. 321, of fi cially rec -
og nized Sunday as a day of rest in the em pire. This was a day that had al ready been ded i -
cated to the Sun god by the Romans. 

(2) The first ob ser vance on Dec. 25th prob a bly took place in Rome be tween A. D. 325 and
354. The rea son for se lect ing Dec. 25 was theo log i cal. The Coun cil of Nicaea (A. D. 325)
ex pressly con demned the doc trine that God did not be come in car nate in Je sus at his birth. 

(3) “We find it first in Rome, in the time of the bishop Liberius (Cath o lics con sider him as a
Pope), who on the twenty-fifth of De cem ber, 360, con se crated Mar cella, the sis ter of St.
Ambrose, nun or bride of Christ, and ad dressed her with the words: ‘Thou seest what mul -
ti tudes are come to the birth-festival of thy bride groom.’  This pas sage im plies that the
fes ti val was al ready ex ist ing and fa mil iar” (Philip Schaff, His tory of the Chris tian
Church, III:395). Cullman points out that the source from which this in for ma tion was
taken has been re-dated and was writ ten be fore Oc to ber A. D. 336 (p. 29). 

(4) “It took Chris tians 300 years to get around to cel e brat ing their Lord’s birth day. Christ mas 
was first ob served in Rome about 336. An other cen tury went by be fore the fes ti val be -
came gen eral through out the Chris tian world” (The Or tho dox Her ald, Jan., 1964. Pub -
lished for Rus sian Or tho dox Church of North Amer ica).

(5) The spread of the ob ser vance of Christ mas on Dec. 25th. 

(a) Con stan ti no ple. In tro duced by Greg ory of Nazianzus, the de fender of the di vin ity of
Christ, in A. D. 379. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS 2



(b) Antioch (A. D. 386). Chrysostom said that Christ was ac tu ally born on that day. (To
my knowl edge, he was the first to say so. F.J.)

(c) Egypt con tin ued op po si tion, but fi nally sub mit ted in A. D. 431.
(d) Je ru sa lem showed the great est re luc tance to change from Jan. 6 to Dec. 25th

(Cullman, pp. 32-33).

C. Christ mas be gan with the apos tate church which was de vel op ing into what we know as the Ro man
Cath o lic Church. It had its or i gin in a pre-Christian age among the pa gans. 

D. Christ mas did not orig i nate by the au thor ity of God, Christ, or the Apos tles.

II. WHAT DOES “CHRIST MAS” MEAN?

A. “The name is de rived from the me di eval Christes Masse, the Mass of Christ” (En cy clo pe dia
Americana). In time this was short ened to CHRIST MAS. 

B. Cath o lics teach: “The Sac ri fice of the Mass is iden ti cal with that of the Cross, both hav ing the same
vic tim and high priest — Je sus Christ” (Gib bons, Faith of Our Fa thers, p. 254). “The Only dif fer ence 
con sists in the man ner of the ob la tion. Christ was of fered up on the cross in a bloody man ner, and in
the Mass He is of fered up in an un bloody man ner” (Ibid). The Bi ble says that Christ was of fered only
ONCE (cf. Heb. 9:26-28).

III. SOME CHRIST MAS CUS TOMS. Most of the cus toms now as so ci ated with Christ mas
orig i nated as pre-Christian and non-Christian cus toms. 

A. Christ mas Tree. The tree is thought to be of Ger man or i gin. Boniface, an Eng lish mis sion ary to Ger -
many, is said to have “re placed the sac ri fices to Odin’s sa cred oak by a fir tree adorned in trib ute to
the Christ child” in the 8th cen tury (Bri tan nica). Even athe ists have trees in their house at this sea son
(Ar ti cle about Jon Murray, son of Madalyn Murray O’Hair and pres i dent of the Amer i can Athe ist
Cen ter, Tampa Tri bune, 12/25/81).

B. Santa Claus. Santa Claus is be lieved to have orig i nated with a 4th cen tury bishop, Nich o las of Myra
in Asia Mi nor. Most of the in for ma tion about him is shrouded in mys tery. “The pa tron saint of Rus sia
as well as of sail ors and chil dren, he was be lieved to bring gifts to chil dren on his feast day, 6 De cem -
ber” (NIDCC, 710). “The con cept of a jolly Santa Clause was first made pop u lar in 19th-cent. New
York City” (The Con cise Co lum bia En cy clo pe dia, p. 169).

C. Mis cel la neous Cus toms. “The yule-log, car ol ing, mis tle toe, and gifts at Christ mas are Eng lish”
(Ibid.).

IV. THE BIBLE STORY OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 

A. Read the ac count chro no log i cally.
Birth of Je sus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mt. 1:25§; Lk. 2:1-7

Visit of Shep herds (same night)†. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lk. 2:8-20

Je sus’ cir cum ci sion (eight days old) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lk. 2:21

Je sus’ pre sen ta tion (at least 40 days af ter birth. Read Lev. 12:2-6) . . . . . . . . . . ‡Lk. 2:22-38

Visit of Wise Men¶ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mt. 2:1-12

Jour ney to Egypt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mt. 2:13-15

Male Children killed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mt. 2:16-18

Re turn to Naz a reth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lk. 2:39; Mt. 2:19-23

§Mary was not a per pet ual vir gin.
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†The shep herds who pro vided un blem ished sheep for the tem ple were the first to learn of the birth of the lamb
of God.

‡Their of fer ing in di cates they were poor (Lk. 2:24).

¶The wise men found Je sus in “the house” (Mt. 2:11).

B. No tice a num ber of points in which this is in con flict with the pop u lar “story.”
1. No month and day given.
2. Sta ble or cat tle shed idea.
3. Beth le hem any thing but quiet. Christ was born in oc cu pied ter ri tory un der alien rule. There were

forms to fill out, etc. Cf. Blaiklock, Out of the Earth, pp. 15-18.
4. Halo — Cath o lic imag i na tion.
5. “Peace on earth — Good will to men.” Men speak of this as the pan a cea of the world’s trou bles in

a ma te rial way — all wars will stop. Not so!
a. KJV reads “…and on earth, peace, good will to ward men.”
b. ASV “and on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased.” Foot note: (Gr. men of good

plea sure). 
c. NASB reads “…And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”  Sev eral foot notes.
d. NIV reads “and on earth peace to men on whom his fa vor rests.”
e. It is lit er ally: ‘Glory in the high est (heav ens) to God, and on earth peace among men of good

will.’  The phrase ‘men of good will’ is a He bra ism, and means men who are the ob jects of
God’s good will” (New Bi ble Com men tary, Lk. 2:14).

f. A. T. Rob ert son com ments: “As a mat ter of fact real peace on earth ex ists only among those
who are the sub jects of God’s good will, who are char ac ter ized by good will to ward God and
man” (Word Pic tures in the New Tes ta ment, II:25).

g. No tice song sung by an gels: Glory → to God → in the high est;  Peace → on earth → to
men.

h. This is ac com plished in the Gos pel (Rom. 10:15,KJV; Eph. 2:14,17).
6. Three wise men (Magi). We know nei ther their num ber nor their names. The leg end ary names are 

Caspar, Melchior, Bal tha zar.
7. Rode cam els — per haps Ara bian horses, char i ots, walked, etc.
8. Wise men came be tween 40 days and 2 years af ter birth. Mt. 2:7,8,16 shows that Herod learned

“dil i gently” (KJV), “ex actly” (ASV). 
9. Did Mary ride don key? 

C. We must get over the con cept of wor ship ing “Baby Je sus” and be gin to serve King Je sus (Acts 2:36; 1 
Tim. 6:15).

V. CAN WE KEEP THE “HOL I DAY”? 

A. The Church. 
1. The church of our Lord was a part of God’s eter nal pur pose (Eph. 3:10-11). New Tes ta ment

churches did not cel e brate, in any spe cial way, the birth of Chirst. 
2. God has given us all things that per tain to life and God li ness in the Scrip tures (2 Pet. 1:3). There is

no au thor ity for the church to par tic i pate in any kind of spe cial ser vice re lated to Christ mas.  
3. New Tes ta ment Chris tians were warned re gard ing the ob ser vance of days, etc. (Col. 2:16; Gal.

4:10-11). 

B. The ex tent to which an in di vid ual may par tic i pate in the ac tiv i ties of Christ mas is a mat ter of opin ion.
My fam ily has al ways rec og nized Christ mas as a civil or cul tural hol i day. It is a fine time for fam i lies
to gather, ex change gifts, and to ex plain to oth ers the dif fer ence be tween church and in di vid ual ac tiv -
i ties. Fur ther in di vid ual par tic i pa tion in the re li gious as pect of Christ mas may fall within the cat e gory 
of Rom. 14:5. Each per son should be “fully as sured in his own mind.”
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1. Many of the re li gious as pects of Christ mas have lost their sig nif i cance. We call the first day of the
week “Sunday” just as the Romans did, but we have no in ten tion of wor ship ing the sun. One
might write a let ter to Cor pus Christi, TX, fully know ing that the city is not the “body of Christ” in 
any sense.

2. I be lieve that Je sus may have left us an ex am ple of par tic i pa tion in an ac tiv ity that was both re li -
gious and cul tural. Je sus was pres ent in Je ru sa lem at the Feast of Ded i ca tion (Jn. 10:22). This
feast was not one of those au tho rized by the Old Tes ta ment; it was a post-biblical fes ti val. Dur ing
the pe riod be tween the tes ta ments the Seleucids des e crated the tem ple in Je ru sa lem. The cli max
of the Maccabean re volt was the re moval of all ev i dence of pa gan wor ship from the tem ple. They
ob served an eight day Feast of Ded i ca tion, also called Ha nuk kah, or the Fes ti val of Lights, in 165
B. C.

CON CLU SION:
There should not be, and will not be, any spe cial ser vices at this church of Christ in ob ser vance of Christ -

mas. What ever else we may wish to do or not do in di vid u ally, let us keep it on a per sonal opin ion ba sis and not
judge one an other.

 — • — 
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Books and Les son Ma te rials
by Ferrell Jenkins

The fol low ing books and les son ma te ri als may be or dered from the Florida Col lege Book -
store, Tem ple Ter race, FL 33617, Phone 1-800-423-1648 or 813 985-9555.

List of Works Now in Print
THE THEME OF THE BIBLE (Scheme of Re demp tion) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.95
BIB LI CAL AU THOR ITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.50
GOD’S ETER NAL PUR POSE (Work book on Ephe sians) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.95
BETTER THINGS (Work book on He brews) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.95
IN TRO DUC TION TO CHRIS TIAN EV I DENCES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.95
THE OLD TES TA MENT IN THE BOOK OF REV E LA TION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.95
STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REV E LA TION (re vised and en larged) . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.95
DID DOMITIAN PER SE CUTE CHRIS TIANS? (with Art Ogden). . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.95
BE TWEEN THE TES TA MENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (con tact book store)
LET NOT MAN PUT ASUN DER (Mar riage, Di vorce & Re mar riage). . . . . (con tact book store)
THE FIN GER OF GOD (The Holy Spirit) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.50
CHARTS ON INSTITUTIONALISM & SPON SORING CHURCH . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.95

Thanks for Using our Pub li ca tions. Watch for New Ones.
Your con tin ued use of our pub li ca tions is greatly ap pre ci ated. We have sev eral new pub li ca -
tions in prog ress.


